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It appeared that pictures and memories were all we would bring Previous  EH RS feed [F”':""H’%ﬁf‘_"_&fi"j
home. It was much more than anyone in our family had ever known of Atessa, Go anywhere 5
yet | couldn't help wishing | had done more planning, more digging for Photos panpwhes Syl
connections. Ln ‘
ok

My mother, though, seemed content to just brush by her father's ghost. "'l would
have loved to have seen hisinitialson atreg,” she said. "But | didn't think we
could have found out anything more if we had stayed. | was happy to seeit.”

By thetime Mario and | rejoined the others, Mom was unable to walk any
farther. Mario led me back to the lot where we had parked, then rode back with
me to pick up my family.

Not content to send us on our way from there, he walked ahead of the car,
leading us down, out of the maze of streets, until we came to an intersection |
recognized.

Embarrassed to suggest it, but too grateful for his help not to, | offered to pay
Mario for histime and efforts on our behalf. As| had feared, he looked
wounded by the offer, and politely refused. Lamely, | promised to send copies
of the photos | had taken.

Seeking roots in Italy

(Baltimore Sun)
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Photos

The balance of our week's adventure took us by train to Florence, where we
slowed our pace and learned to rest in the heat of the afternoon. In Venice, my
mother was happy to glide past the sights by water, while Christy, Helen and |
explored on foot.

When we return one day to Atessa, | promised myself, we will explore more
carefully, eat more slowly, and stay longer to explore the town where Pasgquale
grew up, and where, as he assured usin his letter, "we woore quite happy."
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